THE FEW WHO SAVED THE MANY
peril, we must never forget the part played by the
designers and constructors of the splendid machines
which those matchless pilots flew. New and better
fighter machines, with more powerful armament,
will be brought into use by the Nazis, we need hardly
doubt, in the Battle of Britain in 1941. We, too, shall
have our improved types to set against them: the
Tornado, the Whirlwind, the new Lockheed, Gurtiss
and Airacobra fighters from America. We should be
able to hold the lead which we established in the
Battle of Britain in 1940. If we can do so, and if the
supply of the new machines can be maintained, that
is, if we can keep our own aircraft factories working
and the ocean route to and from the west unbrokdn?
then the Battle of Britain will shift back again and
become the Battle of Europe. There the great con-
test will be staged for the final mastery of the air. The
few who held the pass in the air in August and Sep-
tember of 1940, will have become, in comparison,
the many of the autumn of 1941. When that stage is
reached the Nazis will be forced back from the posi-
tions from which they can now launch their air as-
saults upon us more easily than we can launch our
counter-offensive against their homeland, and the
end of the great conflict will then be near.
If the end is to come, if we are to win that mastery
in the air without which no victorious issue of the
struggle can be achieved by us, then we must keep
ahead of the Germans in the quality of 'oui* personnel
and our materiel. There must be no resting on our
oars, no relaxing of our efforts to improve perfor-
mance, no lowering-of the standard of training o£our
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